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Depertment of €Ducation

To:

March 11,2O21

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM
No. 155 s.2O2l

SCHOOI,S DTVISION ST,'PERINIENDENTS
This Region

POSITION ON THE USE OF SCHOOL CLIMCS AND OTHER
AREAS IN THE SCHOOLAS VACCINATION CENTERS

1. The Office the Undersecretar5r for Administration (OUAf Memorandum No.
@-0321-0096 dated March 1o' 2O2L outlines the position of the Departrnerrt of
Education on tle use of school clinics and other identified areas in school premises
as vaocfuration qrters.

2. Attached is the cop5r of the said memorandum and the Aide Memoire on the
role of f,lepEd in tJre implementation of the Philippine National Deplo5rment and
Vaccination Plan for COVID- 19 vaccines for yorlr reference.

3. For your informatioo and gu.idance-

R. FEf,ALVERO,
Regional Director

Ends-: OUA MEMO No- fi)-O321-fiD6, AIDE MEMOIRE
Reference: NONE
To be indicated in the Feroetual Index

under the follwing su$ects:

COVID.19 SCHOOL CUMCS VACCINATION CENTERfi
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o(Eoctosurc t{o. I to Regional l{erro No-_j65 s,

S.lonbli&a nq D-ilirimr

Bsguberur ng @luhudpon
Tangapa|r ng FangalePang Kalihirll

oua xilo o(xxt21{xt96
rrErrorurrDlunr
lOl{arch2U2l

Foc Ieolc rrgtofi- Brlmec
Secretary

ATTN: Att;z.Rcr*crtL E:cdcdo
Undersecretar5r fc Field Operafions, mtoong hiifuiil
tuidand.DEACO

Tolcltlro c. Aquiro
Regional Oirector, Reglon I

Srrbject: FOSTI(,f, OII TEE USE OP SCH(X}L CIIrICS AIII'
(}IEER,AAEAS IT TEE SCH(X'L.CS
VAGCIIAIIOT CENI.IENS

The Office 6f the Undersecretar5r for Administration (OUAI rela5rs the
foltming pasition regardirg the of Yigan City Mayor Juan Carlo Medina to
utilia schools within their jurisdlction as vaccinatim points of COVID-f9
AZDL222 for their agEqualified population-

Quoting from tlre attached fidc fsroire oo.tlto tolc oI DeiH h Aw
hplaatdn oj t* mlffiu fradoul @tlqw* and Ydnafrot Plaa
lfu @lID79 r.ccfuter., spcciEcaltf

Coordilatnon for the U:c of Sc.hool Clinice and O'(ftcr ldent{8ed Areas in tLe
Sc.tool PrEoiscs:

On the use of school clinics ^nd/or other identified areas in tlre school (e-g-,

halls/rooms, large otrces in the schoo$ as vacsination centers
implernenting units based on the Plan, the sane poccre thd
thc ure of rc.hoolr * quarartir,c c irlrtim hcfliftc* ihall be
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{tffie of l:hc llndarcrrcteryz ftr fdnfuffirffm ltIlIAf
ltu he* rdiue tulllp {A.4 ryirnd*n ddAanrnrT-frrrsIwg Sad- @ISf,
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i.n"n iucc-a0mondmc0-sd9-!h, Fac.[o&/Tritt r6icocdtavo
s(- tn (n cr,t ler- EI

EI

Elfftcdo E Cabral
Regional Director, Rqion tV-A

csvered courts, makeshift texats set up in open arcas,



a. With existing policy defegating the assessnent, apprural, and
coordination on fie use of schools as qu:rrantine u isolation facilities
to Regional tlircctors, the same shall be maintained especially as the
cxisting system highlights close coordination betuteen DepEtl, the
LGU, and health authorities. the same Terms and Conditions (fAC) to
be entered into by DepEd and LGUs, as attached to OM-OScc-2U2G
fi)4 {Guidance to Re4ional Dircctors for Action on Requests by Local
Govtrnment Units to Use DepErl Schools and Engage DepEd Personnel
in Activities Related to COVID-f9| shall be adopted by field offices for
ttre use of schools for rraccination purpos€s- For local govenrments
with whom therc are already existing TAC or memoranda of agreement
(MOAI, the use of schools as vaccination sites may be treated as an
addendum to the TAC/MOA.

b. This high level of coordination wor.rld facilitate the sclection of schools
in strategic locations and with suficient capacigr and human
resouroes especiall5r in Adrerse brent Foltowing
lmmunization, Adrersc Event of Special Interest cases. Ihis is
consisterrt with the NDVP which stipulates that LGUs shall ensure that
all implementing units adhere to the pmtocols required for an
implementing unit/vaccination post/site-

c. With the realiqr ttrat a number of schools alr€ady s€rye as
or isolafion facilities, health and LGU authorities mrrst sele.ct between
ssing schools for quarantine/isol,ation or for vaccirration purposes.
The simultaneous use of sctrools fc both purlroses is not
rccommended^

d. Consisterrt with the prrdrounc:rrexrt of the kesident, the use of
schols for rraccination activities shall be the last resort. This is also
cnnsistent with the spirit of RA f O82l which instmcts that schools can
only be used as an enacuation csrter as a l&st resort to allow for

continuiQr and the displaccment of lcarners and pcrsonnel
from schools in times of emergencies, and which likewise guided the
use of schools for quarantine/isolation facilities.

e- DepEd's position on the limited use of schools for vaccination is also
informed by plans for the resumption of face-tc-face and school-based
m84gFrncrrts- Schools in areas which are carrdidates for the
resumption of feasible limited face-to-facc learning sfmll orplicitfy be
excluded as possible rraccination sites.

f. The safet5r of the school personncl reporting onsite in schools and the
uninternrpted operations of the school for learning continuiqr srrafl 6,s

For tle Secretaq/s informatim.

U

the top most consideration.
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(Erct'orrc No- 2 to ncgimal XeEo o._159_q

Btputr(ila ng Ditrsms

Bagebaran rg @buhagpon
Tangapan ng Pansalaeaog Kalihim

TEE ROI.E OF DEPED Iil TEE IXPT.Ef,EilTATIOf, OF TEE
PEILIPPTilE TATIOTAL I'EPII)]TXEIIT AITI' VACCIIIATIOX PI.AT

FOR OOVID.I9VACCIIIEA

The Department of Education Task Forcc COV[>19 (DTFC] p,rovides the
folklwing updates to the Sesetary on matt€rs relating to the Dhilil4rinc ltrdiorf
Ocflryocot ead Yeeinrtio Plra frr OOYII>f9 Vreiacs (XDI7P!, what
transpired as part of and as a result of its ratitrcation, and key is.sues and decision
points.

I. fm&drc lftrl Ucfloyrcot rad Vrcciletim PIa. for GOIIIILl9
Vrcdrcr

The Philippine National Deplo5rment and Vaaination Pl,an for COVID-I9
Vacgines was approved and ratified by the Inter-Agency Task Force for the
Managernent of Emerging Irfectious Diseases TIATE through Rcrolutio tro.
95 dated 2l Jattzry?{Ull-

Follmring this, the National Task Force (Nmf Against COVID- f 9 in
Icnmradnn Girculrr tro. 5, * 20!11 dated 26 &nrrql IPf directed df
rlrrllanrcur+rrg rgc[cic., Regional and Lacal COV[>19 Task Forc.es, and all
Regional and Local COVID-I 9 Vaccination Operations Centers, lrcal Task
Forces, and Lacal COVID- 19 Vaccination Operations Centers f5 trnFlcncnt
--d edo|,t thc rene.

The aclmowledgement section of the NDVP notes that egencter uldct (tc
COVII>I.9 Vaccirc Chlrtcr, whidr includes the Deparbnent of Education
tDepEd), have contributed to the development of the plan-

A- Arictt Dcrher
l- Based on the NDVP, the follmring rol,es shall be played by

levels of govemane:

a- Iacd lrcrrrncrrt rrdts ILtHIs| are the lead in
implementation of the program

o
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b- Ietimd lorurnDc[t.tt-clc- ud rcgtoet csltcrFrtl
shall provide stratcgic directions and tectrnical and logistical
assistancc, cascade policies and gu.idelines, and capacitate
implementers.

2- The approrrcd pmippine NDVP for COV[>19 Vacrines details the
natimd structures, coordinatiur mechanisms, and plan fm
vaccination, covcring senen phases:

Phase l: ScientiEc haluation and Selection
Phase 2: Aess and Aquisition
Phase 3: Procurcment and Financing
Phase 4: Shipment and Storage
Phase 5: Distn:bution and Deployment
Phase 6: Implementation of Nationwide Vaccination
Phase 7: Assessment pnrl EYaluation

3. The D€earh€rrt of Health (DOH win provide a Department
Memorandum detailing the operational guidelines orr vaocfure
disfibution [e-g-, vaeine storage and cold chain requirements,
ddiver5r rnrr deptoJrment mecharri$ns for each s1rcific vaccine.)

4- AII vaccination activities, vhether the COVID-I9 vaccines to be
adrninisterrd have been procured by the National Government, tlee
private sector, or the [CU, shall be clos€ly coordinated with DOH
and shall follow DOH policies and guidelines. f,o vlccilrtio
ectl*ty th.ll bc cmdrc{d ritiorrt ttc gddrn@ .rd thc
trorlcdgc of IX)E.

B- f,IR/P Fceturcc Whict f,ae3 rqCicrtiom o llcpEd

Features of the NDVP whidr have implicati,ons on the Department as
one of the implementing of the plan, indude the following

{lf Governance: t}re COVID- 19 Vaccine Chrster;
(2) Vaccine Distribution and fleployment; and
(3) Implementation of a Nationwide Vaccination-

1- C,orrnmcc: Tae GOIIID-l9 Vaccile Cfrrdct
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The COVID- 19 Vaccine Cluster is comlrced of six Task Groups
FG), mcluding the Tltr ftr.rrrurri+-tior frognn of whidr IrelrE n it
pct otr- led by the DOH, the TG Immunization Program is tasked
to:

Illan and aaft policies, guidelines and standard
procedures related to the COVID 19 vaccine deplo5rment
and program implementation;

l_

ll

ttl.

iv-

Y.

VL

Estimate potential numbers of target populations that will
be prioritized for access to vaeines stratified by taryet
group and geographic location;

Idcrrti$ poten'isl COVIIF 19 vaccine ddiverSr strategies;

Create a data inforoation s5rstem for all vaccine
rccipicats;

Provide capacity building and trainingp to implementers;

Develop or adopt existing policies
AEFl/Fost-marketing surrreillane
frameworlq and

and
aad

irnFlement
rnonitoring

vtl- Ensure or craft guidelines, and tools for
planning and conducting vacinc pharmacovigilarce
activities.

Under the TG Immunization program are four Sub-.TrrL Groupe
(STGs), thrcc of shlch llcpEd fs Errt of namety:

(r) SfG Phnnin& Folicy & Technical Support
(2) STG Progra-rr Implementation
(31 STG Regist5r, Data Management & M&E

The national organization stnrcture of the COVID- 19 Vac.cine
Chrster i5 rornplemented with the actiyation of a OOrUII}I9
Yrcciae Opcr:atior Ccoter (V(rc| at the mtionel, lcgioaet, .rd
toc.l Lrycts. VOCs support the Incident Command Slstems of the
COVID- f 9 Vaccine Cluster.

National COVID-I9
voc

h€adcd by the @VID'19 Vaccine Cluster
Chair

Regional VOC

led by the Centers for Health Development
with the participation of other government
agencies and the Regional Task Forces 

]

Against COVID-I9 )
Local VOCS led by I6Us ,{,*



The national government enjoins all regional ofrces and LGUs to
establish their owrr VOCs as s(x)n as possitte- The implementing
units such as governrnent hospitals are tasked to forward all
oonoerns and reports to the City/Municipaf Health Offies, which
in turn rqrcrt these to the VOC-

Three months prior to the vaccination activity, the VOCs are
r€qufud to onduct regqlff meetings and to submit readiness
assessments on a regular basis to the overseeing VOC-

During the ca-rFoiEn period (as determined by DOf!, dl VOCS
are required to operate for 24 hours in a week and to submit drity
bulletin detailing ooverage, refusals and deferrals, and Adverse
h,ent Following lmmunization, and Adverse Event of, Special
tnterest monitored.

Aftcr the campaip p€riod, all VOCS are required to conduct a
Fogram implementatinn rwier and submit the fnal coYErage
rcport.

The VOCs are frrrther comprised of teams. IrcpDd ir iavolucd
in tJrc neadas; C.rFi!,D felrgcrcrrt' od Tcchaicd Tcen
which foctrses on:

. policy derJopment

. ioformationcampa.igns

. capacitybuildinsr seftin8-'uP of Vocs

COVID{9 Vaccination Operations Center
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2. Vecciac Dtsrrlbutioo end Daployucnt

lhe iderrtification of digible polrulations is guided by the WHO
Stratcgic Advisory Group of Sxp€rts on lmmunization Values
Framcrork for the Allocation and Prioritization of COVID-l9
Vaeination, and the recommcndations of the National
Imrn rnizafion Technical Advisory Group (NIIAG.)

The Plan has identified Priorit5r Eligible Groups I to 12- Below
are items to the Department:

Schml Ecelth ead Xutritioo ncrrmncl, along vith
other medical frontliners from other government agencies,
will be part of the Priotity Gtmp IIo. I for vaccination-

a

Fer discussion during tl:e TOT, sclrool health
are being prioritized because it is anticipated that for the
vaccination of tcachcr, catcgorized under kicity
Group IIo. 6, DepEdt sciool health personnel augmented
b5r other local health professionals, if needed, yrill do the
inoculation.

Io-tcrchiag pcr.oolcl are under Pricityr Groop f,o. 7
{all government workers), while eligible rtudcltr (i.e.,
students in primary" secondar5r" and tertiary levels and in
vocational institutioas) are listed under Prtorttyr Grup
Ito.9-

The Plan notes that the vaccLntion of rfudcatr bclor 18
yces vill depend on the recommendations of WHO and
NITAG, with the ooncurrenoe of the COVID- 19 Vaccine
Chrster.

$. rrrrplcs3afafiol of,e lletionride Vaccinatioa PIen

Ttre irnplementation is divided into three phases:

Phrrc 1: Pre'inplcncrrtetion Ptrc - where preparations for
the actrral vaccination activity are carried out;

Phese 2: Inlrlcacatrtioa Phesc
administration schedule: and

the actud vaccine

Phese 3: Poct-inplcncotetion Phrse - where all activities
reports to conchrde a certain round are completed-

and

The vaccirration program shall be implemented in ptrases, taking
into consideration the availability of vaccines, logistics, and cases
in geographical areas-



It is reiterated that the implementation of the pmgram shall be
led b5t the LGU, guided by the policies of the Vacrine Cluster and
the DOH, while NGAs and its rqional counterparts strall p,rovide
strategic direction, tectnicat, and logistical assistance-

The worlduce for the vaccination campaign strall engage a
diverse set of professionals- ltese include tachcrrr couorcUorr,

uedcel ud dEGd hceltt 1ro&rrioarle and
iaterns.

The recommerrded compositim of vaccination teams includes
IrcpE il pcrrolcl who may play the rolc of,e hcrltL cducrtorl c
aalncatcr/rccodcr rad vttd dSDl..t tcr 2 who support
medical practitioners-

Mentions of tercLar howtrer quali& thcm as hohrftccrs
fton prhcr .gc[.ic.', along with social workers and medical
students.

Those involved in the vaccination program shpll [16 targeted by
a lrtiorl tnitry plu- Uedicsl staff from national governmcnt

agencies such as DepEil are listed as the participants
in the following trainings:

Detc
29-3O December 2O2O
t2-13 2U21
14-15 Jan 2o21
20,-21 J 2021

ln terms of facilities, DepEd clinicr - rtich erc cooridcr',ed
hc.ttt ficifitics of gorcrnncrrt - uc tstcd ..s rnoag
f[6 lrrrplclnct]ir'g units ot crtrbli:hmcats euthotizcd to
cmduct thc vaccination ectivigt. D.pEd shall work with l-GUs
to ensure that all implementing units adhere to proper protocols-

It shall also be noted tlrat upon the ini ial field implementation
of the plan and based on reports r€ceiv€d by tlre BISS-SHD,
areas ia the schml other than the clinic (e.g., corrcred

ri lhfu to Da[ 6e hcalth cfilcafin anra; ensurE thaf equipent arrd lE rarcrials ore
riacchati! post/aea; govi.fc infuratin to raccioca, Frtic.rllart/ o Ore bcnc6rs of vaccinatim, thc
adc$G Eactlnst snd hog to $dr hcb if thexc i8 adltrst rEutiD eithcr b5r ansEring thcir quaiL.s
gwifiag thcm dth IDC m't 'irk; cc ftfi. thc si8r'irlgdiafur(d @.icoq @dinatc rith social Eobilircrs
and navigatas fr rhGG qrho arc dfu ed'hr.sc rho rtfirE m-dtc.

2lhslcd to m8r thc rcgjscretim ana; rnsrc that dcum€ats and ideatifrcatio pcccntcd b5l the vaccine sre
ra[4 cnrurc that alt infcmatim and datr arE encodcd in thc d.r, 'n h.g.r'rqtt qlsiem; assist othcr tcam
rncrnf'trs, cs4uhtry m iital qign. rrkirrE slrffi dai$r cmaAe, refusals" snd dc&rrals to thc C/UHO-

lnining
Core of Trainer's Trainine

NCR and Luzon chrster trainingrs
Visalras and Mindan^ao cluster traininEs

BARRM cluster trainine

t^a.



multipurpose hnllsr/rooms, large offices in the schoo! have also
been identified as vemles for vaccination activities.

E, IrcpEd rrgagc'rnerrt eld Acttvillcc for ttc XDtUp

Immediately afiter the O5 November 202O designation, IlclrEd's
dcdgn tcd rcprcEcrtrttscs to thc Vrcdlc Clustcr, throuSh thc BISS-
sr[D .rd thcir fidd courtcrtr)erts, hrvc etterdcd Clustcr-lnitirted
ectMtics ttr,ougL ttc IXIE-

rctU$Date

29-30 Dec 2O2O

Dry Run of the ?Clf on COVID- f 9 Vac',cinationll Jan202l
Regional TOT on COVID- 19 Vaccination- Luan
Cluster (Participated in b5r regional school health

rcpresentatives)

12-13 Jan2O2l

Regional TOT on COVID-I9 Vaccination- Visaya.s
and Mindanao Cluster (Participated in by regionak;
schoolhealthpersonnelrepres€ntativ€s) E{*

Iu*-15 Jan 2U2l

The organizational stnrcture of the COVID-l9 Vaeine Cluster was
a1ryr-oved during the 8hd Meeting of the IAT? hdd on 29 orc/ratu 2U2O,
wleere DepEd was represented by its Undersecretar5r for I eoal Affairs-

Following the agreements in the said (tc Undcrscectar5r fcr-grl Aftrrlrl rcconcrdcd to ttc ScjaGta1;l tL3 dcdEnr+ton of foc.l
parmr fton +he IIITIC eld/c thc Brrcu of Ieuacr epct Scrriccr-
School Ecelth Ilividon t8[SS€mf u rclrcatrtiycs to thc lierft
Cilotrp. Designation letter dated O5 November 2U2O was thereafter s€nt to
the Secretar1r of Health- A sirnilar letter- dated 04 Januar5r 2O2l was likrryise
serrt to the Chief Implementer of the NTF- The DTFC on 02 Febmar5r 2021
howtrrer firrther to the Seoetaqr the updating of DepEd's rqster of
represcntatives. In particular, the BHROD and ICTS wcr= added for registr5r,
data managemerrt, and M&Ir mafters- The proposal of the DTFC has becrr

by the Secretary and new correspondence to the NTF and the DOH
has $,6sn sigued-

The most essentirl activiti,es with the involvement of DepErl health and
nutrition personnd indude the national (Core of Trainet's Trainirg! and

trainings described above. School health and nutrition
harrc participa.ted in the trainings, specifically five from the Central Office
and at least thrce from each Reglon-

COVID-l9 Vaccine Core of Training of Trainers
rrsrl



2l Jar2U2l C;mrdination Meeting for Training and
Implemerrtafion Arrangement of the COVIDI9
Imrnunization program Implcmentation

Ol Feb 2O2l DOH-D€pEd Coordination Meeting for COVID- 19
Irnrn rnizgtion Program Implementation (Corvened
by the BI^SS; attended bjr thc Disaster Risk
Reduction lltanage.rnerrt Ssvice IDRRMSI and the
Bureau of Human Resource and Organizational
Development IBHRODI)

It was emphasized during the discussions that focuel comnunicatior
nustbc rnade t;r ttc IXIE ead ttrt o0Eciaf agrccucats nust bc tcer.hcd
bcfore er5r role of lrcpEd ir flrlircd, any information is cascaded to the
field tbrouglr official issuances, or Dep&l personnel further involved in
futrrre trainingp- ftur fir, no ruch foaorl c*rrnrnurlicttioa Lar bcc[
rcccivcd-

Moreover, DepEd attendance to the following has also becn registered by
the Central Office:

Ilate ectiglty
23 Nov 2O2O 3rd Task Gmup COUD- 19 Immunization kogram

Mecting

u2DEf,..2020 Meeting on the Proposed erogram lmplementation
Pl,an for COVID Vaaine

16 Dec 2O2O Vaccine Iagistics Summit

22Dfc.2020 Consultafion on the Proposed nogram
Implementation f{an for OOVID Vaeine

08 Jan 2O2l Coordination Meeting for COVID-f 9 Immunization
Program Implementation

27 Jan2O2l lli Imrnrrnization Progf,am - COVID- l9 Sub Task
Group Planning and Folicy Meeting

DepEd school health and nutrition personnel likesise continue to be
and invited by their Regional flOH ofrces and local

units to participate in their activities-

A bulk of the activities have been completed after the IATF"s approval
of t-he Vaccine Chrster on 29 October 2O2O, and before the 2l Janua4r 2O2l
ratification of the NDVP. DepE{t participants note ttc .D1lroec{ Veccinc
Ch*ct strrcturc ud th.t frrncm* of ttc trDV? guidcd thc conduct
rad cmtcotr of thc cornplctcd trehins3 rnd mcetingr.



III. Putlcfpdon ln ttc AEAP &ro OOifECfed'r OOIIID-I9 Yecciocr
Educrtim Ceoe*gn

On 12 2O21, the BI^SS-SHD, tlr- Maria Cnrazno,
Ilumlao, received communications from the Office of the Secretaql (OSec)
aborrt a rcquest from the DOH for DepBt to support AIAF Guro
OOIIfECfc4 an education campa.ign of UNILAB tlat seeks to contribute to
the DOH's efforts on COVIIF 19 vaccine d.rnand gemeration.

The campa.ign, which will be huachcn m 20 fcDmrry 2[!811, intends to
orgatdze a series of orientations with teadr€rs and principals all over the
countr5r in order to eguip them with t-he correct and timely information aborrt
the COVIfl.l9 vaccines straiglt from the countr5/s medical and scieatific
cryerts. The schedule of, the webinar series is as follows:

Schedule TlryGt Prrticipents
27 February 2O2l NCR and Northern Lr.zon

Southern Luzon
f2 March 2021" 9:fiFll:(X) a-m. Visayas
12 March 2O2l 2:fi)4:OO p.m- Mindanao

Dr. Dumlao specificalty rcceivd instmction from the Secretary, to
attend the preparatory meeting on 15 Febrrar5r 202l and to address items
I and,2 in the rcquest of tlre DOH, namel5r:

(f l the issuance of a memorandum to Schools Division Offices to invite
schools to attend the l,aunch of the campa.ign on 2O Februaryr 2(D1,
and

(2) tlre provision of a 3-minute video of a Solidarity Message from the
Secretary.

The third itern, which is to provide the Secretaq/s sigTah're for
certificates of participation, will be handled by OSec-

The BLS.S-SHD has prepared a separate Complete StaffIVork providing
the details for this assignment ald the necessar5r follow-througfo activities
as Annen C of ttris AM.

School health and nutrition have oqlrcssed to the BISS-SHD
that ttcy rccd gdd.lcc froo tlc Ccrtrll (fcq tltoutL en officirl
Lsucc ead ea ctcatrtiol htcmrl to Dc1rE4 before they can proceed
and fully participate in the initiatirrcs led by their respective DOH offices and
l,GUs.

06 March 2O2r



IV. Rcconnandrtions

The DTFC reqr,rests for the Secretar5rb guidance on how to proceed in li{ht
of the inclusion of DepEd in the approved plan, the NTF's directive to
implernent the same, and the Secretary's recerrt instruction to Dr- Dumlao
to attend to th€ DOH'S request for support for the AKAP Guro CONNECTed
program-

A Sulrlroft to the f,IIVP aad Pronotiog llforned Iresisior

DepE l, as a member of the IATF and as a contributing parqr to
the ND\IP based on the pcknowlerlgerncnt section of the docrrment,
shalt support its implementation, wfuile also 3srrlrinirg
clrcoorpect and ercrcidry duc difigocc in all its functions,
particularly with regards to the di*semination of materials and
conduct of information and edrrcation advocacy carnF.igns-

DepE<l's membership in the Flaaning Campaign l\danagern€nt,
and Technical Teams of tlre VOCs at various levels is propced to
fucus m prenotilg iafcred dccirioar on vacrination, within
go\r€rnmenfs massive information camlnign orr the benefits, risks,
and other matters associat€d with vaccines (e-g-, strengthenirg
health/immune q/stem to miminizc possible side effects)-

This emptrasis on promoting informed decisions sha[ gEidc
Ocpne's cfiortr to rdopt/rrturn Eiti tlc goromcot's DXIIA
Sollryoo Phlr n OOI9II}-19 through the amendmerat
of the DepBl Required Health Standards, and the development of a
compretrerrsive corrmrrniciation plan in f).pEd, as earlier
r.orrmrrnicpted to the Secrctar5r and the ExeCom thrcugh f}[FC
Merno No- 327 dated O2 Februaqr 2021.

The ulrdated and unified nationwide behavioral chanp
r.amFraign-ryhich the NTI. requested DepEd to fufty adopt--aims to
align national efforts and messaging on COVID- 19 vaaine
ad\rocacy-

All IEC initiatiyes, induding those proposed by partners such as
theAXAPGum CONNECTed Vaccine Education Campaign, shall be
alipedwith the DepEd-contextualized BIDA Plus campaip-

Operationally, the informatioa campaign shall be implemented
bry the DepE{t Public Aftairs Service, with t€chnical inputs and
dearance from the DtrFC-lg. It is emphasized that DepEd
messaging shall remain focused on building calncities for informed
decision on vaccination-



B. Yohrtrry huolv:rcnt of DcDEd Eerooncf h Veccinrtio
?cernr -rd Grsriall Prridm of llcccrry Sufeort

1- DcpEd lchoof Lcelth ead nulritioa Pcrsomcl as medical
frontliners are arrrong the top priorities among the digible
goups because they may be tap1red for actual vacsinations-
It tr rccmncodcd tErt tlcir ilrulucocot ia ec{rrl
yrcclart{o rcoeln vobntr{r, sirnflsr to t}re crrrrcrrt
arrangement in ot.her DOH-led irnrnuni-ation programs
implemented in DepErl.

It is further recommended that a consultative disorssion be
conducted with school health and nutrition personnel to
identi$ possible issues and oonoerns €ncorrnter€d ia their
initial participa.tion in trcH-ILGU-led activities and as follcm-
tfuDugh activity to their participation in the regional TOTs
srrd local roll-out of training-oricotations.

2- TcrcLcn, who based on the plan, may be tapped on a
vohmtar3t basis as heelth educators or documentas/
rccorders, and vital signs-takcrs. Consistent with the
Secretar5/s pronouncement that tcachcrs are traincd to teadr
rathcr thpn administer uaccincs, XleplBd Ery c[cutlBE
rilErg tc.rIr.r to volmtccr olyr er heelttb cducatorr.
Among the efforts that DepEd rn undertake to encourage
such participa.tion is supporting the AKAP Grrro CONNECTed
fogram eodorsed by the IIOH-

Ihe engagement of teachers as volunteers must firrther be
compliant with DepE<t's no disruption of cl"asses policy-
Teachers ma5r vohrnteer as long as no classes are disrupted
and dearane is given by DepEd leadership (e-9., school head
or Schools Division Superintendent-)

3. Similar to health personnel and teachers, iavolvcaeat of
rny gdd.rLGG cuarclor fc thc lrtuddoE of coucflg
.-d l;yc.hsci.l slrtrott rhrn trLcdra tc rolunfrry- It is
underscored that the specialized practice of the guidance and
counscling shall bc limited to Registered Guidance
Counselors.

oordination with the LGU for such necessa4r
inctrding the schedule of deplo5rmat-

4. Aligned with existing DepEd policy on the en8aBernent of its
personnel for lfU-initiated COVID- 19 activities, DepEd
vohrnteers should be granted by the NTF, through the LGUs,
proper protective equipment, sanitation
nesouroes, and applfu:able remuneration or allowances. lhe
Sctoolr Irivirim eDcrid.odc[t shall ensure pmper



5- The fdctt/ of DepE<l personnel shall be the utmost
consideration in their participation in the program in
whatcver capacity- Participating remotely or virtually
whenwer po.*sible shall bre the top option- Pu:tidpe.tton of,
Dc1rEd pcr.arct ir hcc-to-hcc/oldtc vac:rilrtlor
ectfgnicq c.pccfrll;l prior to tlcit tlr! to rcccivc ttc
urccirc, fs hrEhfy dircongcd.

DepErt shall aplore the feasibility of additional moneta5r
and/or non-monetary support for these conerned
personnel, subject to availabiligr of funds and existing rules
and regulations- Relevant provisions in existing issuances on
emplolree welfar€ and allowable remuneratioas shall be
reiterated.

C. &ootlilrtio for tLc lhc of Schoot Clinlcs erd (Xhcr ldeatitre{
Alcrs ia thc Sctool Ercnircr

On the use of school clinics and/or other identified areas in the
school {e,g-, covered courts, makcshift tcnts sct up in opcn areas"
multipurposc halls/rooms, large officrs in the schmtl as
vaccination ccnters or implementing rnits trascd on the Plan, ttc
rlDG pros ttrt qrylicl m the usc of rcholr er querlrtilc
a i:oletim hciliticr nry be rctrircd.

With aisting policSt delegating 1fu6 asseqsrnent, approval, and
oordfuation on the use of schools as guarantine or isolatim
fgcilifips to Regional DirectorS, the same may be mainfpined
especially as the cxisting Erctem hightights close coordination
between DepEd, the l,GU, and health arrthorities- L;ike what has
been done sith the use of schods for quarantine or isolation, a
frameryort Terms and C-onditions to be entered into by DepErl and
LGUs for the use of schools for vaccination purposes may be
prwided b5r the Central Office for the adoption of field offices.

This higlr lwd of cmrdination n orld facilitate the selection of
sch{rol-basd health fertlities with sufrcient c-f'acitJr and
equipment to respond and refer to Adversc Errcnt Following
Immunization, Adversc Event of Special Interest cases, and
sufrcient hrrman resorrnoes. Ttre Han likerisc stipulates that LGUs
shall ensure that all implementing rrnits adhere to the protocols
required for an imlrlementing unit/vaccination post/site.

With the rcafity that a number d sdrools already serve as
quarantine or isolation facilities, health and LGU authorities must
select between using schools for quarantine/isolation or
vaccination purpGses as thc dnultucour urc of,rcioob for
rftilId rot tc rcconncodcd.



CmCrtart tlth ttc lr@ourccncrt otr tlc keddcut-'If
tlrere is no molnking rqga coliscum o gfm, then we will utilize the
schools- Kwg noaui l@,9 larang n tEuL.. knoq tulagq therr my
order is to utilize the publi,c schod- Wala po,. Mlang klase. hrblic
school buildings, lang unl4- 3 

-the ure of, rcLoo|: fc
vrcdrrtim rcttsllicr rr'rll [q tic f.* !c.ct. This is also
consistent with the spirit of RA l082l which inslructs that schools
can only be used as an evacuation cerrter as a last resort to altrour
for learning continuit5l and the displacement of learners and
persornd from schools in times of emergencies, and which likeryise
Suided the use of sctrools for quarantine/isolation facilities-

ln addition, DepEd's position on the limited use of schools for
vaccination should also be informed $ plans for the resumption of
facr-to-facc and school-based engagemeats. It is idcrl tihrt tic
Itn-tl-ttoo of ttc policy o0 hcc-tohcc ItrGGG&
ttc ftrnrlirrtim of IDcpEd'r conrttrsnt r.nd rclim 1ilrn o
1f,s lrnplcrncttrtion of thc tIDl/P, so that the Deparhent may
better activellr define and proceed with how it intends to pursue

continuity for the coeing school year- Schools in arcas
wtich are casdidates for the resrrrqrtion of feasible limited face-to-
face learning should explicitly be exchrded as possible vaocination
sites.

Itrc refcty of the lchool pcnonlct reportiry oaritc il
rchoolr .od thc [lintcrruptcd opcntimr of t]c rchool fr,r

cmtiauit5z, .Ldf h ttc top nct ooosidcretioo.

Ir- Ilrtrbrsc rad Xonitorhg Syrstco m Vecciartion, t-t gc-e'.t
of, llcpBd Volnntccrr" eld thc usc of llcpEd Schools

It is recommended that DepEd creates its own database s;rst€m
of emplo5rees who register for vaccination in their t GUs- The
database can be linked or drawrr from the existing database of the
l-GUs, if feasible- In addition, the database will cover the stahrs of
the teachers, i-e., vhether they have already r€ceivei rracciration
and other relatd details on this matter- Another database shall [6
develo@ to monitor the use of schools as vacrfutation centers. The
sarne oarr bc linked with or drawn from the database of the LGUs,
if feasible^

With regards to teachers who will rrolunteer as health educators
or dosrmenters as part of the vaccination team, a database is
suggested for the ICTS to deselop. This.'.n be lfuked or drawn

J ahc EDYlInDsnt rur, uLsc prblic schools as vaatinatidr Gnt?rs if tbtrc's ao availruc spsce ospcciatry
thc rrrtar arEar as thc gDvlrtr.-t Aears toErds OOVID-Ig m-rs Eccinatixr drive, Presidcnt Roeigo
fhfrdc s.U c ram,lay,' P@O, httml/ /ocoo-ov.rh/uws relcases/asitc-Eom-camps-schoobmav..be-
usc+{s.vacciaatim-ctnt(rs-{Ecsidc[t{utertc /



E Rcrponrilhllity of Gosemelce Lcvcls

IlepE<t Eust frrrther define the roles, responsibilities, and
accountabilities of eac.h governErDoe lerlel in the imlrlemerrtafion of
DepBl's action plan for the NDVP. As a guiding principle, the next
higler governanoe level shall be responsrible for providing policy,
strategic, and technical oversiglrt to ofrces and personnel under its
jurisdiction (e-g-, matters that rnnot be resolved at the sc-hml level
shall bre elenated to the Division; Division-levd matters shall bc
dwated to tJre Region; etc.f

A separate monitoring and feedbad< system dedicated to
crrrnFliance with DeIrEd guidelines and DepDd-specifc oonceErs
(e-g-, eJgerience of personnel on vohrnteering, use of schod
facilities and resources for NDVP implemerrtation) rnay also be set-
up.

The Honorable Secretaryr is requcsted to approve thc urgent drafting and
releasc of appmpriate correspondences and issrrances for the
recommadations.

o

the database of the DOH. To guide the [CIS, these olarned
database s1rctems shall be discussed with tlre DOH and the
National Thsk Force tlroug! the Vaccine Cluster - Sub-Task Group
Regstry, Dala MenaB.'rnent and M&E- The DepEd database
systems can be accessed and rnanaged at the regionrl, division, and
school l,evels-

f


