L~

w%&"a

Republic of ;l;iﬂbilt'npims !?

Department of Education
CARAGA REGION

August 11, 2023

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM
No. 4G . 8.2023

To:  SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS
This Region

INVITATION FOR A VIRTUAL ORIENTATION SESSION ON
EDUCATION PROGRAM PARTNERSHIP

1. The Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA) Philippines, an international research
and policy non-profit organization, would like to invite the division partnership focal
persons and other interested DepEd personnel to participate on the virtual
orientation sessions in partnership with the Department of Education on August 16,
2023 @ 10 a.m. or August 17, 2023 @ 10 a.m.

2 Interested personnel may register online via
https://tinyurl.com /meducpartner. The meeting link will be provided for all the
registered participants.

3. Interested personnel may opt to participate in this endeavor provided NO
DepEd Policy is encroached such as No Disruption of Classes among others.

4. For more details, interested personnel may refer to the letter from IPA herewith
attached, or contact the IPA Senor Policy and Project Development Associate Karisha
Anne Cruz at kacruz@poverty-action.org.

5. For your information.

MARIA INES C. ASUNCION
Director III
Office-in-Charge

Office of the Regional Director

BY THE AUTHORITY OF TH GIONAL DIRECTOR

PEDRO/T. ESC EJR., CESOV
Asst. Regional Director ™ )

Address: J.P. Rosales Avenue, Butuan City |||||.II|||]||"||‘I[ Ill"][

Trunkline No: (085) 225-1151 2023-08-11667
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Encl/s.: Letter from IPA dated August 9, 2023
Reference/s: NONE
To be indicated in the Perpetual Index

under the following subjects:
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mﬁ. Innavations for
m Poverty Action MORE EVIDENCE, LESS POVERTY

9 August 2023

Maria Ines C. Asuncion
Regional Director

CARAGA Administrative Region
Department of Education

Dear Ms. Asuncion:

Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA) Philippines is an international research and policy nonprofit
that discovers and promotes effective solutions to global poverty problems. We have been a key
pariner of the Department of Education to strengthen evaluation capacity, build monitoring and
evaluation (M&E) capacity of staff, dissaminate knowledge on existing evidence, and design
polential solutions to address challenges in the education sector,

In collaboration with the Department of Education, we canducted a successful pilot evaluation of
the mEducation proaram from 2021 to 2022, which ylelded promising results, including a)
significant leaming gains across all operations, b) equally effective across different types of
teachers (government teacher and learning support aides); and ¢) found to be among the most
cost-effective remedial and educational technology interventions globally.

Last June 15, during a virtual results dissemination event via Zoom where we presented the
evidence of the mEducation Program pilot evaluation, we received several expressions of
interest from different Schools Division Offices (SDOs) to pariner with IPA in rolling out
mEducation.

As such, we would like to extend an Invitation to your office and the Schools Division Offices
under your jurisdiction for a Virtual Orientation Session of the mEducation Program
Partnership, where we will discuss the details of the mEducation program parinership and
ways forward, We are offering two options for the orientation:

1. Date: August 16, 2023
Time: 10:00 AM

2. Date: August 17, 2023
Time: 10:00 AM

During the orientation, representatives from the RO and SDOs will have the opportunity to
interact with our team, ask questions, and explore the best ways we can collaborate to
maximize the benefits of the mEducation program for the students and teachers in your SDO,

7th Floor (Unit 7B) Belvedere Towers, San Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig, Metra Manila, Philippines

www._poverty-action.org

mEducation Partnership

To register, participants would need to fill up the online registration form
hittps:/finyurl, com/meducpartner). The meeting link will be provided to all registared

participants. We would like to ask for your assistance in sharing this invitation to the
SDOs under DepEd CARAGA Administrative Reglon,

We are excited about this potential partnership with the DepEd field offices and are confident
that together, we can make a meaningful difference in advancing education and improving
student learning in the Philippines. Should you have any questions, you may contact our Senior
Policy and Project Development Associate Karisha Anne Cruz at kacnuz@poverty-action.org.

We are looking forward to seeing you at the mEducation partnership orientation.

Sincerely,

Ao

"Rftab Opar"
Country Director
Innovations for Poverty Action - Philippines
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Mo intar ventor @ Core program (5MS « Phonre Call Tutoring

for addition, 21 percentage points for subtraction,
23 percentage points for multiplication, and 14

percentage points for division,

When implemented by IPA the program increased
the proportion of students who could scive problems
by B percentage points for addition, 15 percentage
points for subtraction, 13 percentage points for
muitiplication, and 1 percentage points for division.

Moderate affects of text messages only: Researchers
found that students in the text message-only group

ir d their math learning by B percent. The
Philippines was one of two countries, along with
Uganda, where the text messages had Impact,
suggesting that texts are effective only in high-need
contexts.

Similar impacts between Department of Education
and IPA delivery: Researchers found that the IPA-
implemented program and Department of Education-
implemented program were equally effective in
impact. This provides suggestive evidence that

the mEducation program can be successfully
implemented by governments at scale.

Impact by caregiver education level: mEducation
was found to be more effective for students whose
caregivers had lower levels of formal education,
indicating the program's stronger impact in
households with fewer alternative education support

Writer Michasl Podests and Ana Tamayo | Designer Ana Tamayo

GAINS IN LEARNING FROM MEDUCATION IMPLEMENTED BY IPA
(% of students who snswered operations comectiy)

systems. This also provides evidence that caregivers
can provide quality instruction even with low literacy
levels,

Program popularity: Caregivers across all five
countries had high demand for mEducation. Among
households that did not receive the program, 97
percent of caregivers reported an interest in receiving
the phane call tutorials.

Secondary Outcomes: The core program of
mEducation had positive effects on non-cognitive
skills such as perseverance and ambition as well as
positive impacts on child well-being such as enjoying
school and worrying less.

Cost-effectiveness: Due to the high ownership of

cell phones, the primary expenses associated with

the mEducation program were the production and
delivery of its content to families, with an average cost
per student of USD $12. According to estimates by
researchers, mEducation resulted in the production

of 3.4 Learning Adjusted Years of Schooling (LAYS)

per USD $100, placing it among the top 10 out of 150
education interventions evaluated.

Building upon these positive results, IPA is currently
collaborating with researchers to develop plans for
large-scale implementation of the program.

IPA Philiapines | info-philippines® y-action.org | poy
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Education | Results Brief

Building Resilient Education Systems: Cost-effective
Mobile Tutoring in the Philippines and Bevond

mEducation’s phone-hased (utoring program vields promising results in improving

numeracy skills and student well-being

espite an increase in global school attendance rates, low levels of learning persist among many students

worldwide. The urgent need for resilient education systems, particularly In countries where emergencies
frequently disrupt education, has been highlighted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Youth Impact's phone-based
tutoring program, mEducation or ConnectEd, aims to improve math skills by delivering math problems via text
and providing weekly 20-minute phone tutorials tallored to individual learning levels. The program showed
promising results in Botswana, where it was initially implemented, and to test its scalability, researchers
conducted a randomized evaluation in five countries, with IPA leading the evaluation in the Philippines. The
program led to a significant 40 percent increase in children’s math skills in the Philippines, with an average cost of
USD $12 per student, making it one of the most cost-effective education interventions available.

RESEARCHERS

Noam Angriat, Micheal Ainamugisha, Sal Pramod Bathana Pater Bargman,

Calin Crossiey, Claire Culien. Thato Letsomo, Moltshepi Matsheng, Rene
Marion Pantl Shwetlena Sabarwal, Tim Sullivan

PARTNERS
Youth Impact, Philippines Department of Education (Depkd)
COUNTRY

SAMPLE
3,892 households with children in grades 3 and 4

TORICS
Education Quality. Information and Communication Tachnologies 0CT).
Youth

STUDY TYPE
Randomized Evaluation

1PA STAFF
Rane Maron Pantl Karisha Anne Cruz

TIMELINE
20212022

Policy Issue

Despite increased school attendance rates
worldwide, many students are not making progress in
their learning. In the Philippines, for instance, students
scored second-lowest out of 78 countries in the

2018 PISA mathematics assessment.’ School closures
caused by COVID-19 forced 16 billion students out of
the classroom, resulting in further learning losses.” The
effect was particularly severe in the Philippines, where
schools were closed for over twe years, exacerbating
the situation.

Although COVID-19 has been the most recent large-
scale emergency to disrupt education, mare than 2
billion people worldwide live in countries affected by
frequent emergencies that disrupt education.” In the
Philippines, in addition to the pandemic, a typhoon

In late 2021 destroyed 4,000 schools, impacting 2
milllon students.” These events emphasize the need
to prioritize access to quality education in emergency
situations,

Ivaluation Context

In Botswana, the NGO Youth Impact developed a
moblile phone-based tutoring program during the
early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic. Known as
mEducation or ConnectED, the program provided
students with math problems via text messages

and weekly 20-minute phore tutoring sessions
tallored to their learning level, with a focus on
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.
The program was evaluated on a small scale and
found to be cost-effective, resulting in a 012 standard
deviation increase in learning outcomes.® Following
these positive results, researchers conducted a
randomized evaluation of the mEducation program
in five countries, including India, Kenya, Nepal, the
Philippines, and Uganda, to assess its scalability.® IPA
led the evaluation of mEducation in the Philippines.

Do FEA. DICO Fublin

Details of the
Intervention

In the Philippines, the mEducation program was
impl ted in three regi lected by the
Philippines Department of Education (DepEd) as
representative of rural communities, The program

targeted students in grades 3 and 4.

To assess the effectiveness of the different
components of the program and whether both
components (SMS and phone calls) are necessary
to achieve positive impact, 3,492 students were
randomly assigned to one of three groups: a control
group that did not receive the program, a group that
received both phone calls and SMS, and an SMS-
only group. Researchers also randomly assigned the
program's implementation to assess its impact on
effectiveness. The program was carried out either
by DepEd-employed teachers or IPA-trained tutors
selected from government teacher applicants,
allowing for a comparison of delivery methods.

In addition to conducting a learning assessment
adapted from the ASER test, researchers collected
data on child well-being, parental engagement in
educational activities, and parental perceptions of
their child's learning.

esults and Policy
l.essons

Results showed that the core program of mEducation
— phone call tutoring sessions and text messages

— improved students’ math skills and learning by

40 percent as measured by an index that measures
scores on basic math operations.

Large relative impact: Of the five countries where
mEducation was evaluated, the 40 percent gain in
math learning in the Philippines was the second
highest. Uganda had the highest gain with a 66 percent
improvement in math earning.

Increase in solving math operations: The core
program of mEducation increased the proportion
of students who could solve math problems across
all basic operations. When implemented by DepEd,
the program increased the proportion of students
wheo could solve problems by 3 percentage points

acuatiom lor Poverty Action | 3



