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CALL FOR PROPOSALS
The Foundation for the Advancement for Clinical Epidemiology through the
Philippine Council for Health Research and Development (PCHRD) — Department of

Science and Technology DOST) hereby invites researchers to submit proposals on
Research Capacity Building on Maternal and Child Health.

For more information, please find attached communication from the office of
the PCHRD-DOST.
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Republic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

PHILIPPINE COUNCIL FOR HEALTH RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT |t iisain.
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MEMORANDUM ORDER No. 22-002
Series of 2022

TO: Chairs of the Regional Health Research and Development Consortium,
Chairs of the Capacity Building Committee, and All Others Concerned

SUBJECT: Endorsement of the capacity-building project entitled, “Research
Capacity Building and Strengthening Initiative in Maternal and Child
Health: Mentoring and Development of Proposals”

DATE: February 8, 2022

Since the maternal mortality ratio and child mortality rate remain high, there is a need for more
research to address this important issue. In fact, there is a dearth of research on maternal and
child health. With this, the Foundation for the Advancement of Clinical Epidemiology, Inc.,
through Dr. Jacinto Blas V. Mantaring lll, the project leader, will implement a capacity-building
project entitled, “Research Capacity Building and Strengthening Initiative in Maternal and
Child Health: Mentoring and Development of Proposals” for the period December 1, 2021
to November 30, 2022.

The project will issue calls for proposals, provide research methods training workshops, and
screen proposals according to relevance impact and feasibility. During the training workshops,
mentors who can provide technical advice towards the creation of a complete protocol will be
assigned to each project. These protocols will undergo technical and ethics review. All
protocols will be subjected to an evaluation framework and the top eight proposals will be
selected for submission to the PCHRD for funding support and implementation.

In line with this, we would like to officially endorse the project to the Regional Health Research
and Development Consortia (RHRDCs). Also, may we request your assistance in the
dissemination of information about the project and your participation and support in the
implementation of the project? Attached for your reference is the poster and call for proposals
article.

Dr. Michelle Christine Miranda, program manager, will closely coordinate with you on this
project. For any queries, Dr. Miranda can be reached at mbmiranda@up.edu.ph.

For information, guidance, and compliance of all concerned.
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JAIMEZ‘.' MONTO&A, MD, MSc PhD, CESO Il
PCHRD Executive Director Il

PNHRS Lead Coordinator

Saliksik Building, Science Community Complex, Tel. Nos.: (02) 8-837-7534 to 37; (02) 8-837-0031; (02) 8-837-0087;
Gen. Santos Ave., Bicutan, Taguig City 1631 (02) 8-837-2924; (02) 8-837-2931
www.pchrd.dost.gov.ph Fax. No.: (02) 8-837-2942
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS

RESEARCH CAPACITY
BUILDING ON MATERNAL
AND CHILD HEALTH

Open to new researchers belonging to
public and private higher education
institutions, research and development
institutes, hospitals, and non-profit
organisations.

Capsule proposals may focus on:
e Maternal and child mortality and morbidity
¢ Maternal Nutrition
* Prenatal care
= Management of the second stage of labor
e High risk pregnancy
* Teen pregnancy
¢ Essential Intrapartum and Neonatal Care (EINC)
¢ Breastfeeding and/or breastfeeding support
* Postnatal care
* Prematurity
* Care of the high risk neonate
* Neonatal respiratory diseases and
pneumonia
* Neonatal sepsis
Kangaroo - Mother Care (KMC)




INTRODUCTION

Around the world, approximately 810 women die every day from preventable causes
related to pregnancy and childbirth. The vast majority of these deaths occur in developing
countries like the Philippines. Despite progress for the past two decades in national policies
tackling improvements in the delivery of maternal health care, the maternal mortality rate
(MMR) across the Philippines remains persistently high with a notably slow decline of 2%
annually. In 2018 alone, the Philippine Statistics Authority recorded a total of 1,616 Filipino
women who died as a result of pregnancy and childbirth-related complications. This number
increased from 1,484 deaths from the previous year.

The latest 2017 Philippine National Demographics Health Survey reports that the trends in
infant and under-5 mortality rates in the Philippines were steadily in decline. In the five-year
survey period, the reported infant mortality rate was 21 deaths per 1,000 live births. The
child mortality rate was 7 deaths per 1,000 children surviving to age 12 months, while the
overall under-5 mortality rate was 27 deaths per 1,000 live births. However, the trend in
neonatal mortality has plateaued and neonatal deaths account for two-thirds of infant
deaths. Bacterial sepsis, pneumonia, and respiratory distress of the newborn were
consistently listed by the Department of Health as the top three leading causes of death
among infants.

One of the strategic objectives of the PCHRD's Institution Development Division (IDD) is to
strengthen the capacities of individuals in health research institutions on the development
and implementation of priority health research. To address this objective, the PCHRD has
adopted a “mentoring of regional researchers program”. This will be implemented to train
and guide researchers in the conceptualization, development, finalization and approval of
health research proposals. One of the areas of focus is maternal and child health. Maternal
and child health, being a relevant public health concern, will benefit from research that will
address and improve the health and well-being of its beneficiaries. This is envisioned to
alleviate suffering and preventable deaths among all women and children and eventually
redound on society.

THE CALL

The Department of Science and Technology Philippine Council for Health Research and
Development (DOST-PCHRD), together with the Foundation for the Advancement of Clinical
Epidemiology Inc. (FACE Inc.), is holding a CALL FOR CAPSULE PROPOSALS on research
focusing on Maternal and Child Health.

The call is open to new researchers (professionals, graduate students, residents and post
resident fellows of related specialties) belonging to public and private higher education
institutions, research and development institutes, hospitals and non-profit organizations.

Because this is a capacity building/mentoring program, the project will consider the
submissions of young and promising researchers who have never had a past research that
has been funded by the PCHRD.




Research topics should preferably focus on one of (but not limited to) these priority areas:

Maternal and child mortality and morbidity
Maternal Nutrition

Prenatal care

Management of the second stage of labor
High risk pregnancy

Teen pregnancy

Essential Intrapartum and Neonatal Care (EINC)
Breastfeeding and / or breastfeeding support
Postnatal care

Prematurity

Care of the high risk neonate

Neonatal respiratory diseases and pneumonia
Neonatal sepsis

Kangaroo - Mother care

Capsule proposals that involve multidisciplinary collaboration are encouraged.
Ready to submit? Please go to the project submission portal at bit.ly/dostmch2022.
For more inquiries, do not hesitate to send an email to dostMCH2022@gmail.com.
Download Capsule Proposals Template here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D8-

ULPAG6uUxczvuxX10C1kMOf4aHBRAhA/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111975918556644134041&rt
pof=true&sd=true




