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CARAGA REGION

FEBRUARY 9, 2026

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM
No. 0137 » s. 2026

To:  Schools Division Superintendents
Division Learner Rights and Protection Focal Personnel
All Others Concerned

2026 SAFER INTERNET DAY PHILIPPINES AND CONDUCT OF THE
CLASSROOM-BASED SESSION AGAINST OSAEC AND CSAEM

L, This refers to the Memorandum OUGOPS-2025-11-08398 issued by the Office
of the Undersecretary for Governance and Operations through the Learner Rights
and Protection Division (LRPD) requesting learners, teachers, and non-teaching
personnel to actively participate in in the live streaming of the 2026 Safer Internet
Day (SID) Philippines celebration on February 10, 2026, and to conduct the
Classroom-based discussion on Online Sexual Abuse or Exploitation of Children
(OSAEC) and Child Sexual Abuse or Exploitation (CSAEM) any day of February 2026,
pursuant to Presidential Proclamation No. 417.

2. The 2026 Safer Internet Day discussion aims to:

a. Provide critical information on the significant risks present in the digital
environment, particularly those related to OSAEC&CSAEM, and
cyberbullying, which necessitate heightened parental and community
vigilance, especially in terms of effective reporting mechanisms and
responsive learner-focused strategies.

b. Enhance the capacity of teaching and non-teaching personnel, as well
as parents, to identify risks and warning indicators associated with
OSAEC&CSAEM, and cyberbullying, and to guide them on appropriate
responses to online concerns, underscoring the value of open, age-
appropriate, and developmentally suitable discussions.

c. Motivate learners, teaching and non-teaching personnel, and
stakeholders by emphasizing the importance of strengthening
communication, countering negativity, and fostering a positive digital
environment grounded in kindness and respect.

d. Encourage learner leaders to initiate and sustain discussions on

promoting kindness and respectful behavior within schools and
classrooms, both in online and offline settings.

3. As part of the program, the Learner Rights and Protection Division (LRPD)
respectfully requests the assistance of Schools Division Office LRP Focal Person in
identifying learners in your respective SDOs who have been part of the classroom-
based session. Identified learners, regardless of the grade level and key stage, shall
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record a video and upload through this link; https://bit.ly/20268aferInternetDayPH
and must follow the following guidelines:

a. The video shall answer the question "How to promote Kindness in
the School Community Online and Offline?".

b. The video shall be recorded in a landscape position and within 10-30
seconds only.

c. Learners are encouraged to wear their school wuniform for
representation.

d. Guidance or supervision from a teacher is encouraged during
recording.

e. Please be reminded to not disclose personal or sensitive information in
the video (address, contact details, etc).

4, In relation to the request, all Schools Division Offices (SDOs) shall ensure that
participation of learners is voluntary, supervised by authorized personnel, and
supported by the proper accomplishment of all necessary documents, in accordance
with existing DepEd policies and guidelines.

5. The presentation desk, session guides, implementation guidelines, and
instructional video for the classroom-based session on OSAEC and CSAEM may be
accessed at:

https:/ /drive.google.com/drive/folders/ 1L2NOH3qglaw4sytAa8 TSCJdPWchhSVJ9
usp=drive_link.

6. To assess implementation, all Schools Division Offices (SDO) to direct their
schools to submit the number of learners participating in the classroom-based
sessions using the prescribed forms available at:

https:/ /drive.google.com /drive/folders/ 1WYgQUf35CMOchOptSsQeverYTuNztRm6?
usp=drive_link. Submission to the SDOs shall be completed on or before the end
of February 2026.

7. To comply with the Data Privacy Act, teacher-designates and guidance
advocates handling learner disclosures must complete the Non-Disclosure
Agreement and must accomplish consent or waiver to the learner involved.

8. All Schools Division Offices (SDO) must submit consolidated and validated
school reports to the Regional Office at giropaolomisael.almendralejo@deped.gov.ph
and shiela.abenido@deped.gov.ph.

9. For clarifications and concerns, please contact the Regional Learners Rights
and Protection Focal Person, Giro Paolo Misael V. Almendralejo, at
iropaolomisael.almendralejo@deped.gov.ph.
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10. Immediate dissemination of this memorandum is desired.

. Digitally signed
by Asuncion
Maria Ines
Casona

MARIA INES C. ASUNCION
Director IV

Regional Director A/

Encl.: As stated.
Reference: MEMORANDUM QUGOPS-2025-11-08398 and MEMORANDUM OM-
OUOPS-2024-05-03942
To be indicated in the Perpetual Index
under the following subjects:

CLASSROOM LEARNERS

ESSD/sa
02/09/2026
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Republika ng Pilipinas

Bepartment of Education
OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY FOR GOVERNANCE AND OPERATIONS

MEMORANDUM

OUGOPS-2025-1l_-0831%

FOR : REGIONAL DIRECTORS
SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS
REGIONAL AND SCHOOLS DIVISION LEARNER RIGHTS
AND PROTECTION {LRP) FOCAL PERSONNEL
ALL OTHERS CONCERNED

/ / . /-

FROM : MALCOLM 8. GARMA
Undersecretary for Gove

SUBJECT : COMMEMORATION OF THE 2
PHILIPPINES

DATE :  January 16, 2026

Pursuant to Presidential Proclamation No. 417, which declares the second Tuesday of
February as the “Safer Internet Day for Children,” promoting responsible, secure, and
safer internet use, the Department of Education (DepEd), through the Bureau of
Learner Support Services - Learner Rights and Protection Division (BLSS-LRPD),
shall lead the commemoration of the 2026 Safer Internet Day celebrations in schools.

This year's overarching theme will be “Ako, Ikaw, Tayo: Konektado at Protektado
Laban sa OSAEC at CSAEM. " In reinforcing this advocacy, the LRPD shall spearhead
programs under the sub-theme: “Gawing Viral ang Kabutihan: Piliing maging Mabuti
sa Sarili, sa Kapwa, at sa Paaralan,” emphasizing the importance of empathy,
kindness, and respect among learners as they engage with and navigate the fast-
paced and constantly evolving digital environment. It further stresses the importance
of consciously choosing kindness, recognizing that words, posts, and reactions have
a real impact on people, making positive behavior worth spreading instead of
engaging in online bashing and other forms of cyberbullying. These objectives are
aligned with the DepEd’s Quality Basic Education Development Plan, particularly in
promoting a safe and supportive learning environment where learners can thrive and
where their rights are respected and upheld.

Further as part of the 2026 Safer Internet Day Philippines (SID Ph), the BLSS-LRPD
aims to strengthen our advocacy against OSAEC and CSAEM as well as promote
awareness and compliance with the provisions of the Revised Implementing Rules
and Regulations of Republic Act No. 10627, or the “Anti-Bullying Act of 2013,"” which
expanded the definition of bullying, and cyberbullying, and underscoring the role of
each governance levels and learners’ co-equal duty.

In view of the foregoing, we respectfully request the assistance of the Regional Office
to:

' JACAT first Technical Meeting for 2026, Jaouary 16, 2026

o
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1. Safer Internet Day Celebration - issuance of directive to enccourage the
active participation of learners, teachers, and non-teaching personnel during the
live streaming of the 2026 Safer Internet Day (SID) Philippines celebration on
February 10, 2026.

The 2026 SID PH discussion aims to:

a. Provide critical information on the significant risks present in the
digital environment, particularly those related to OSAEC, CSAEM, and
cyberbullying, which necessitate heightened parental and community
vigilance, especielly in terms of effective reporting mechanisms and
responsive learner-focused strategies.

b. Enhance the capacity of teaching and non-teaching personnel, as well
as parents, to identify risks and waming indicators associated with
OSAEC, CSAEM, and cyberbullying, and to guide them on appropriate
responses to online concerns, underscoring the value of open, age-
appropriate, and developmentally suitable discussions.

c. Motivate learners, teaching and non-teaching personnel, and
stakeholders by emphasizing the importance of strengthening
communication, countering negativity, and fostering a positive digital
environment grounded in kindness and respect.

d. Encourage learner leaders to initiate and sustain discussions on
promoting kindness and respectful behavior within schools and
classrooms, both in online and offline settings.

2. Classroom-Based Discussion on OSAEC-CSAEM - continuation of the use of
the instructional session guides against OSAEC and CSAEM, to be conducted for
each key stage, and will be delivered by class adviserts during Homeroom subject,
on any day of February, in time for the observance of the SID Ph 2026. The
session guides may be accessed at this link:

https: / /drive.google.com fdrive/folders / 1L2NOH3qglaw4sytAa8_TSCJdPWcXuhSy
J or https:/ /tinyurl.com /SIDPh2025 or through this QR code:

3. Collection of Participating Schools and Learners on the Classroom-based
Discussion - to assess the effectiveness and efficiency of the classroom-based
discussion against OSAEC and CSAEM, may we request the Regional Office to
direct the schools to submit to their respective Schools Division Office (SDQ), the
number of learners per grade level who participated in the classroom-based
sessions. The required information shall be accomplished using the forms
provided in the link below. Thereafter, the forms will be submitted to the SDOs by

the end of February.

iv e.com/drive /u/ 1 /folders/1WYgQUf35CMOchOptSsQeverYTulN
ztRm6 or : [ /tinyurl IDPH- ingForm
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Subsequently, the Regional Offices shail validate the submissions and ensure that
appropriate interventions have been provided in response to any disclosures made
during the sessions. The consolidated reports from the SDOs shall then be submitted
to the LRPD,

The LRPD shall maintain custody of the consolidated regional reports and may
request additional details, particularly on the number of disclosures in connection
with the conducted classroom-based sessions against OSAEC and CSAEM.

For clarification/s you may reach the BLSS-LRPD through email at
Irpo@deped.gov.ph or (02) 8638-1782.

For compliance,

Thank you very much,

Telephone Nos.: (02) 8633-5313; {02) 8631-8492
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Republika ng Pilipinas
Department of Education
OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY FOR OPERATIONS

MEMORANDUM
OM-OUOPS-2024- K- 03142

TO : REGIONAL DIRECTORS
SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS
SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERVISORS
SCHOOL HEADS
LEARNER RIGHTS AND PROT
ALL OTHERS CONCE

ION FOCAL PERSONNEL

FROM ATTY. SEE A. ESCOBEDO
1 Undersecnetary for Operations

SUBJECT : GUIDANCE ON POSTING L RS’ IMAGES OR DATA
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

DATE . May 15, 2024

This is to reiterate the need to protect the right to privacy of our learners in
this digital age. For emphasis, the Department of Education (DepEd) strictly
adheres to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
in safeguarding our learners against abuse, neglect, and exploitation.
DepEd issued DepEd Order No. 40, s. 2012 or the “Child Protection Policy,”
reiterating DepEd’s zero-tolerance policy for any act of abuse, exploitation,
violence, discrimination, bullying, and other forms of violence directed
towards our learners.

Pursuant to Republic Act No. 10173, otherwise known as the “Data Privacy
Act of 2012”, learners including teaching and non-teaching personnel are
considered as data subjects whose personal information are protected by law,
Section 13 and 16:

Sec. 3. (b) Consent of the data subject refers to any freely given,
specific, informed indication of will, whereby the data subject agrees to
the collection and processing of personal information about and/or
relating to him or her. Consent shall be evidenced by written, electronic,
or recorded means,

Sec. 3. (g) Personal Information rcfers to any information whether
recorded in a material form or not, from which the identity of an
individual is apparent or can be reasonably and directly ascertained by
the entity holding the information, or when put together with other
information would directly and certainly identify an individual.

Sec. 16. Rights of the Data Subject - The data subject is entitled to:

(a) Be informed whether personal information pertaining to

WL A Room 101, Rizal Building, DepEd Camplex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City 1600
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him or her shall be, are being, or have been processed.

{b) Be furnished the information indicated hereunder before
the entry of his or her personal information into the
processing system of personal information into the processing
system of the personal information controller, or at the next
practical opportunity:

(1) Description of the personal information to be entered
into the system;

(2) Purposes for which they are being or are to be
processed;

(3) Scope and method of the personal information
processing;

(4) The recipients or classes of recipients to whom they are
or may be disclosed;

(5) Methods utilized for automated access, if the same is
allowed by the data subject, and the extent to which such
access is authorized;

(6) The identity and contact details of the personal
information controller or its representative;

(7) The period for which the information will be stored;
and

(8) The existence of their rights, i.e., to access, correction,

as well as the right to lodge a complaint before the

Commission.
In consideration of the learners minority, parental or guardian’s consent is
necessary prior to the use of the learner’s data for media posting'.
Additionally, D.O. 32, s. 20222 recognizes our learners as subjects with rights
and obligations. As duty-bearers, it is our responsibility to empower them to
know and advocate their rights and be involved in policies or activities
affecting them. As such, their affirmative consent is needed prior to posting of
their personal information or image.

This Office reminds all school personnel to uphold their responsibilities as
duty-bearers in ensuring that the rights of learners are recognized and
protected. Consequently, all school personnel are to exercise special parental
authority® and responsibility over the learners under their supervision.
DepEd Order No. 40, s. 2012% highlights the specific duties and
responsibilities of the school personnel in ensuring that the rights of learners
are protected and exemplify respect for the data privacy of individuals, to wit:

B. Keep them in their company and support, educate and instruct them
by the right precept and good example;

G.Inculcate the value of respect and obedience.

' Depld Order No. 40, s. 2012, “Child Protection Policy”, Section 3.a.

? DeplEd Order No. 31, s. 2022, “Rights-Based Education (RBE) Framework in Philippine
Basic Education™,

3 Family Code of the Philippines, Article 218.

4 Depkid Order No. 40, s. 2012, “Child Protection Policy”, Section 8,b and g.
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Under the Cybercrime Prevention Act®, consent is necessary when sharing or
posting images of other people on social media to avoid possible legal
consequences especially if the person affected believes that his privacy or
reputation has been violated or compromised.

Accordingly, enclosed is a copy of the DepEd’s Consent, Waiver, Indemnity,
and Release form which is required to be filled out by learners’ parents or
guardians involved in any media posting by the said agency whether written,
audio-recorded, or photographed. Moreover, following the Rights-Based
Education (RBE), learners should also be consulted in matters affecting them.
This Office would like to compel school personnel from all schools division
offices to refer and use this form prior to posting any information or image of
learners in social media.

For your guidance and strict observance.

Thank you very much.

[LRPO/ASPR]

5 Republic Act No. 10175, “Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012",
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Bepartment of Eduration
Republic of the Philippines

CONSENT, WAIVER, INDEMNITY and RELEASE

1, M/ F, years of age, hereby grant permission to the
Department of Education (DepEd) and its representatives to make recordings of my voice and to take photographs and
Jor videos in which T appeat in, to be used for the communications and various public campaigns of the Agency beitin
pdat, broadcast, and/or electronic media, at the event and locadon stated below:

Production name/ Project title:

Location:

I acknowledge that the DepEd owns all rights to these images and recordings. I further grant the DepEd and its
representatives the right to use, display, exhibit, reproduce, distribute, and create derivative works of these images and
recordings in any media now known or later developed.

I hereby waive any right to inspect or approve the use of the images or recordings or of any written derivatives. I
further waive all moral rights. I also waive any tight to royalties or other compensation arising from or related to the use
of the materials.

T hereby relcase, defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the DepEd and its represeatatives from and against any
claims, damages, ot liability adsing from or related to the usc of the images, recordings, or materials, including but not
limited to claims of defamation, invasion of privacy, or rights of publicity or copyright infringement, or any misusc,
distortion, blutring, altcration, optical illusion or use in composite form that may occur or be produced in taking,
processing, reduction or production of the finished product, its publication or distribution.

1 am 18 years of age or older/ I am accompanied by my legal guardian, and I am competent to enter into this
contract/ NAME OV GUARDIAN: has lcgal authority to enter into this
contract, T have read this document before signing below, and I fully understand the contents, meaning and impact of this
conscnt, waivet, indemnity and relcasc.

This consent, waiver, indemnity and relcasc is binding on me, my heirs, exccutors, administrators and assigns.

/ /
Signature mm dd yyYY
S S S—
Signature ovee prnted name of Parent /Guardian/ Teacher mm dd YYYY
Address:
Home phone: Mobile phone:

DepEd Comples, Meraleo Avenue, Pasig City, Philippines 1600
Tel: (632) 633-7208 / 633-7228 / 632-1361 * Fax: (632) 735-6167
wwwdeped.govph




s % Department of Education
= Republic of the Philippines

In line with the mission of the Department of Hducation (DepEd) to provide quality,

equitable, culture-based, and complete basic education where:

Students learn in a child-friendly, gender-sensitive, safe, and motivating
environment;
e Teachers facilitate learning and constantly nurture every learner;
e Administrators and staff, as stewards of the institution, ensure an enabling and
supportive environment for effective learning to happen;
»  Family, community, and other stakeholders are actively engaged and share

responsibility for developing life-long learners;

And in accordance with the Deplid’s thrust to continuously improve itself to better serve its
stakeholders, an effective communications strategy paves the way to a more efficient public

policy formulation and implementation.

The Department of Education and its representatives are therefore seeking your permission
to take and make use of voice recordings and/ or audiovisual images of you/ your children/

vour students for the purposes stated above.

Please furnish us with your full name and signature on the next page should you confirm
your consent to the proposed use of your/ your children/ your srudents’ photographs and

video/voice recordings in our communications and publicity materials.

Thank you very much.

Deplid Complex, Merbon Wwenue, Pasie Ciry, Philippines 1080
Tedt (A2} 633-T208 [ G3F-T2IN ) 6321361« Fax: 1632) 7356167
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